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CAMP BUCK TOMS 

Camp Buck Toms submitted its first COVID-19 Mitigation Plan to local authorities mid-March 2021. Since 
that time Camp Buck Toms has continually updated its plan based upon current information from the 
Center for Disease Control, Tennessee Department of Health, and Roane County Health Department. 

The Camp Buck Toms Leadership Team continues to meet monthly reviewing safe camp operations. As 
CDC guidance and local, state, and federal requirements change, so will ours.  

In 2021 Camp Buck Toms will operate at limited capacity in accordance with its COVID-19 Mitigation 
Plan and local authorities. This plan includes changes to program, facility operations, sanitation, housing, 

and food service.  

 

 

SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 

• Shortness of breath 
• Cough 
• Fever of 100.0 or greater 
• Flu-like symptoms 
• Repeated shaking with chills 
• Fatigue 

• Muscle or body aches 
• Headache 
• Sore throat 
• Loss of taste or smell 
• Diarrhea 
• Nausea or vomiting 

 

 

OUR FIVE CORE ACTIONS 

1. Practice physical distancing 
2. Wear cloth face coverings 
3. Practice proper handwashing 
4. Clean/sanitize surfaces 
5. Stay home if you’re sick 

 

 

CAMP BUCK TOMS COVID-19 MITIGATION PLAN 

This information is intended to provide unit leaders, Scouts, and parents information to prepare for a safe and enjoyable 
summer camp experience at Camp Buck Toms in 2021. We are taking precautions to keep our Scouting families safe 

while still offering outdoors programs. Safety is our number one priority. 
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Before Arriving at Camp Buck Toms: 

• All adults and Scouts must review their current health status with the COVID-19 pre-event medical screening 
checklist (a copy of the checklist can be found on page 5). This must be completed by ALL participants. A 
completed checklist for the Troop is required during registration on Sunday. This checklist must be reviewed 
before departing towards Camp Buck Toms (while meeting with the Troop to carpool, before traveling on a bus, 
before taking a flight to East Tennessee, before parents driving Scouts to camp, etc.).  

• If a Scout answers “YES” to any of the five-pre-event medical screening checklist questions, the participant must 
stay home. If all answers are “NO” the participant may head towards Camp Buck Toms.  
 

Arriving at Camp Buck Toms 

• Arrive at your assigned time to minimize crowding at check-in.  
• All adults and Scouts will review the medical screening checklist again during check-in Sunday afternoon. Please 

remember that the medical screening checklist from the unit prior to leaving for camp must be submitted. 
 

Physical Distancing and Masks 

• Physical distancing provides protection by reducing risk of exposure and limiting the number of close contact 
when someone is possibly infected with COVID-19. All participants should physically distance at least 6 feet 
when possible.  

• When physical distancing is not possible outside, masks are mandatory.  
• When inside, masks are mandatory.  
• Scouts and leaders must wear masks when entering the dining hall, going through the food service line, and 

exiting the dining hall.  
• Masks are not required for certain settings or activities (eating, drinking, swimming, etc.) 
• Adirondacks are able to sleep at 100% capacity. Campers should sleep head to toe vertically (top and bottom 

bunks) and horizontally bunks to the side). 
• Adirondacks shall be kept open and not closed by tarps in the entryway except when changing clothes or other 

absolutely necessary type situations.  
 

Food Service Operation 

• The current Camp Buck Toms Dining Hall is thankfully large enough to seat half of camp at one time within 
current COVID guidelines. There will be two breakfast shifts and two dinner shifts (breakfast A, breakfast B, etc.)  

• Lunch is provided by the dining hall to campers. However, the dining hall is not open for seating during lunch.  
• Hand sanitizer can be located at each door of the dining hall. Everyone must sanitize prior to entering.  

 

Sanitation 

• Hand sanitizer and other cleaning supplies are readily available around camp common areas. Frequent sanitizing 
is highly encouraged.  

• Sanitation between meals by kitchen patrol is crucial to stop the potential spread of COVID-19.  
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Temperature Checks 

• Scouts and leaders will have their temperature checked by staff with a no-touch thermometer during the check-
in process on Sunday.  

• Temperatures will also be checked for any persons arriving at camp during the week.  
• Unit leaders will be loaned a no-touch thermometer for the week.  
• Each morning unit leaders will check their Scout’s and other adult’s temperatures before leaving the campsite 

for the day.  
• Any temperature of 100.4 or sever temperature variance should be reported to the Camp Health Officer 

immediately.  
• Unit leaders will submit temperature logs at the end of the week.  

 

Cohorts 

• To stop the potential spread of the virus, Scouts and leaders are to stay with their Troop when not in classes or 
other designated activities. 

• Common areas such as the volleyball court, basketball court, human foosball course, and gaga ball pits will be 
closed this summer. While these activities are very popular with Scouts, physical distancing and proper 
sanitation is not possible.   

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) 

Q:  Are COVID-19 vaccines mandatory? 
A:  At this time, Camp Buck Toms does not require COVID-19 vaccines for summer camp participants. 
 
Q:  Are masks mandatory? 
A:  Masks are required while entering the dining hall, going through the food service line, and exiting the 

dining hall. Masks are not required for certain settings or activities (eating, drinking, swimming, etc.) 
 
Q: Is a COVID-19 negative test required to attend Camp Buck Toms? 
A: At this time, Camp Buck Toms does not require a COVID-19 negative test for summer camp participants.  
 
Q:  If a Scout cannot attend Camp Buck Toms summer camp due to COVID-19 infection or 

exposure/quarantine will they be given a refund?  
A: The deadline for a 100% refund has passed (April 23, 2021). However, please contact the Camp Director 

with any refund questions.  
 

Updates and Future Changes 

Please understand that the COVID-19 situation is constantly changing. We ask that participants please understand if a 
change is made to help stop the spread of COVID-19. The Camp Buck Toms leadership team hopes to ease these 
procedures once it is appropriate to do so. We are monitoring the situation and policies on a local, state, and federal 
level.  
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GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAIN COUNCIL, BSA 

MAY 7, 2021 COVID-19 UPDATE 

 

As always, the safety of our Scouts, volunteers, and communities is our top priority. Our response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic continues to be informed by expertise from agencies, including the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. We must all do our part to ensure that the end of the pandemic is truly near.  

 
 

COUNCIL CAMP PROPERTY: ADULT CONSENT AND WAIVER 
In consideration of ____________________ (print name) being permitted to attend Camp Buck Toms and/or 
Camp Pellissippi, I further agree to indemnify and hold harmless GSMC, its employees, agents, volunteers and 
representatives from any claims alleging negligence which are brought by or on behalf of Minor or are in any 
way connected with such attendance by Minor. 
 
Signature ____________________________ Print Name _____________________________ 
Address _____________________________ City ___________ State _______ Zip________ 
Telephone ___________________________ Date ______________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________ Print Name ____________________________ 
Date ______________ 
 
 
 
COUNCIL CAMP PROPERTY: PARENT/GUARDIAN CONSENT AND WAIVER FOR YOUTH 
(Must be completed for participants under the age of 18) 
 
In consideration of ____________________ (print minor name) being permitted to attend Camp Buck Toms 
and/or Camp Pellissippi, I further agree to indemnify and hold harmless GSMC, its employees, agents, 
volunteers and representatives from any claims alleging negligence which are brought by or on behalf of 
Minor or are in any way connected with such attendance by Minor. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________ Print Name ____________________________ 
Date ______________ 
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COVID-19 PRE-EVENT MEDICAL SCREENING CHECKLIST 
 

Review with each youth and adult participant their current health status, both before departure and upon 
arrival at the event. Anyone entering a camp or event – including visitors, vendors, etc. – must be screened. 

 
[ ] Yes [ ] No  Have you or has anyone in your household been in close contact* in the past 14 days 

with anyone known or suspected to have COVID-19 or is otherwise sick?  

[ ] Yes [ ] No Have you or has anyone in your household been in close contact* with anyone who has 
been tested for COVID-19 and is waiting for results?  

[ ] Yes [ ] No  Have you or has anyone in your household been sick in the past 14 days, or have you or 
they been tested for any illness and are waiting for results?  

[ ] Yes [ ] No  Has anyone in your household been exposed to an individual known or suspected to 
have COVID-19 in the past 14 days?  

[ ] Yes [ ] No  Have you or has anyone you have been in close contact* with traveled on a cruise ship 
or internationally or to an area with a known communicable disease outbreak in the 
past 14 days? 

*According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), “close contact” means: 
• You were within 6 feet of someone who has COVID-19 for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more 

over a 24-hour period 
• You had direct physical contact with an infected person (hugged or kissed them) 
• You shared eating or drinking utensils 
• An infected person sneezed, coughed, or otherwise got respiratory droplets on you  

If the answer is YES to any one of the five questions above, the participant must stay home. If all answers 
above are NO, proceed to the symptoms list below. 

 
 

SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 
If anyone in your household has any one of the following new or worsening signs or symptoms of possible 

COVID-19, the entire household must stay home.  
[ ] Shortness of breath  
[ ] Cough  
[ ] Fever of 100.0º or greater  
[ ] Flu-like symptoms  
[ ] Repeated shaking with chills  
[ ] Fatigue  

[ ] Muscle or body aches  
[ ] Headache  
[ ] Sore throat  
[ ] Loss of taste or smell  
[ ] Diarrhea  
[ ] Nausea or vomiting  

 
 

*Potential Higher-Risk Individuals* 
[ ] Yes [ ] No  Are you in a higher-risk category as defined by the CDC guidelines, including older   

adults, people with medical conditions, and those with other individual circumstances? 
If the answer is “yes,” we recommend that you stay home. Should you choose to participate, you must 

have approval from your health care provider.   


